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                                                      Fortuna Parks and Recreation Commission 
Regular Meeting Agenda 

Monday, December 13, 2021 at 6:00 P.M. 

 

We May Disagree, But We Will Be Respectful of One Another 

All Comments Will Be Directed to the Issue at Hand, and Addressed to the Commission 

Personal Attacks are Unacceptable 

The Commission May Take Action on any Item on this Agenda. 

 

*This meeting is being held in accordance with the Brown Act as currently in effect under the State Emergency 

Services Act, the Governor’s Emergency Declaration related to COVID-19, and the Governor’s Executive Order 

N-29-20 issued on March 17, 2020 that allows attendance by member of the Parks and Recreation Commission, 

City staff, and the public to participate by teleconference, videoconference, or both.  

 

*To submit public comments for this meeting prior to the meeting, please email comments to 

cmull@ci.fortuna.ca.us by noon on Monday, December 13, 2021. All public comments received by noon will be 

read into the record (limit to 3 minutes) during the meeting. Public comments will also be posted to the City of 

Fortuna website prior to the meeting. If your public comments are received after noon on Monday, they may not 

be read into the record or posted to the website prior to the meeting, but will be included in the official minutes.  
 

To provide public comment during the meeting, you can call 1-669-900-9128 and enter Meeting ID: 811 0581 

8639.  Passcode: 645838 press star (*) 9 on your phone - this will raise your hand. You will continue to hear the 

meeting on the call. When it is time for public comment on the item you wish to speak on, the Parks Director will 

unmute your phone. You will hear a prompt that will indicate your phone is unmuted. Please state your name 

and begin your comment. You will have 3 minutes to comment. 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER / FLAG SALUTE / ROLL CALL      6:00 PM 

Council  Staff  

Commissioner Karen Hardcastle City Manager Merritt Perry 

Commissioner Darrell Jackson Park and Recreation Director Cameron Mull 

Commissioner Sheri Jewett Transportation/Recreation Admin Supervisor Kathy Rexford 

Vice-Chair Julie Wilson Council Representative 

Chair Joe Vassel Councilmember Jeremy Stanfield 

 

II. ORAL COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  

Members of the Public may be heard at this time on any item within the subject matter jurisdiction of the City that is not on 

the Public Meeting Agenda. It is the practice of this Commission to hold public comment for every item of business on the 

agenda at the time that item is heard. If a speaker cannot stay for a particular item of business, they may be heard during 

this time. Comments concerning the Consent Calendar may also be heard at this time. Speakers addressing the Commission 

will be limited to 3 minutes per speaker. Be advised that, by law, the Commission can only deliberate or take action on 

items that are included on the agenda. 

 

*To submit public comments for this meeting prior to the meeting, please email comments to 

cmull@ci.fortuna.ca.us by noon on Monday, December 13, 2021. All public comments received by 

noon will be read into the record (limit to 3 minutes) during the meeting. Public comments will also 

be posted to the City of Fortuna website prior to the meeting. If your public comments are received 

after noon on Monday, they may not be read into the record or posted to the website prior to the 

meeting, but will be included in the official minutes.  
 

To provide public comment during the meeting, you can call 1-669-900-9128 and enter Meeting ID: 
811 0581 8639.  Passcode: 645838 press star (*) 9 on your phone - this will raise your hand. You 

will continue to hear the meeting on the call. When it is time for public comment on the item you 

wish to speak on, the Parks Director will unmute your phone. You will hear a prompt that will 

indicate your phone is unmuted. Please state your name and begin your comment. You will have 3 

minutes to comment. 
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III. CONSENT CALENDAR  

These matters are routine in nature and are usually approved by a single vote. Any member of the Commission 

may pull a particular item for further discussion. 

1. Monthly Parks and Recreation Staff Reports for July through October 2021 

2. Draft Minutes for Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting for April and August 2021 

 

IV. PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION BUSINESS 

None 

 

V. DISCUSSION 

A. Prop 68 Grant Updates 

B. Measure E Project Updates 

 

VI. PARKS AND RECREATION STAFF REPORT 

 

VII. COMMISSIONER REPORTS AND COMMENTS 

 

VIII. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
At this time, members of the Commission may consider or request items to be placed on a future agenda through a 

consensus of the majority. 

IX. ADJOURN 

Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.5, any non-confidential documents or writings that the City distributes, less 

than 72 hours before a regular meeting, to all or a majority of the legislative body's members must be made available to 

members of the public at the same time as the distribution. Documents and information related to the agenda topics are 

available for review at City Hall, 621 11th Street, between the hours of 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. Members of the public are 

invited to come to the meeting and comment. In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special 

assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact the City Clerk at 725-7600. Notification prior to the meeting will 

enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. 

 

 

        Cameron Mull 

        Parks & Rec Director 
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STAFF REPORT  

City Council Consent Calendar Agenda Item 
 

DATE: August 16, 2021 

 

TO:  Honorable Mayor and Council Members 

 

FROM: Cameron Mull, Director of Parks & Recreation 

 

THROUGH: Aaron Felmlee, Finance Director 

 

SUBJECT:   Parks & Recreation Monthly Report for July 2021 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

 

Receive report as an informational item. 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

 

Director’s Report 

 

 The 100th Fortuna Rodeo and the annual Auto Xpo events occurred successfully. The 

Rodeo had its highest participation numbers in its 100-year history, and though the Parks 

Dept. was understaffed at the time of these events, Parks employees worked overtime to 

ensure a smooth experience. There were no significant facility issues or safety incidents 

throughout both weeks of festivities, and the public seemed to enjoy themselves. 

 The Rohner Community Recreation and Park District (RCRPD) had their monthly meeting 

on 7/7. The focus of the meeting was further planning for the purchase of the 8.4 acre lot 

adjacent to Newburg Park for an expansion, using the City and RCRPD’s Proposition 68 

Per Capita Program funds for the purchase ($177,954 each entity). The Eel River Valley 

Foundation (ERVF) took ownership of the parcel from the McLean Foundation, and the 

ERVF is requesting the City take transfer of the title by 1/1/2022. Without knowing the 

results of the Prop 68 Statewide Park Program (SPP) grant for the Newburg Park 

Improvement and Expansion project, a plan to use City and RCRPD Per Capita funds was 

discussed further, to finalize this pass-through of funds by resolution at the 8/4 monthly 

meeting. The RCRPD Board also discussed future grant opportunities, marketing and 

public outreach concepts in order to gain support for a future Benefit Assessment if 

awarded the Statewide Park Program (SPP grant) for construction of a pool. 

 

Parks & Facility Maintenance (non-routine items) 

 

 Debris from 4th of July fireworks was cleaned up in both parks 

 Weed whipping was performed around light poles, garbage cans, and valve boxes in 

Rohner Park 

 A leaking waterline on Hardball #1 at Newburg park was repaired 

 A baby changing station donated by the Auto Xpo Board was installed at the Rohner Park 

women’s bathroom 

 Weed whipping fence lines occurred at Newburg Park on both softball fields 
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 Sticks and twigs were removed on Fortuna Boulevard and weed whipping around the bases 

of the trees, signs, and valve boxes was performed 

 The Conroy Field in Rohner Park was prepped for an All Star tournament, including the 

relocation of bleachers and additional trash cans for the event 

 Maintenance was performed on all mowers, with new blades installed 

 The deep pit barbecues in Rohner Park were cured in preparation for the Fortuna Rodeo 

 Damaged bleacher boards were replaced on the Conroy Field in Rohner Park  

 A breaker at the River Lodge that operates the parking lot lights was replaced  

 300 feet of chain-link fencing was replaced in Rohner Park along Carson Woods Road after 

vehicle collision damage 

 Extensive clean up and turf rehab from the Fortuna Rodeo and carnival was performed in 

Rohner Park  

 Set up, clean-up, and turf repairs were performed for the Fortuna Rodeo and Auto-Xpo 

events 

 Rodeo grounds prep was performed for a Gymkhana event on 7/31-8/1 

 The deep pits BBQ’s were cleaned out after Rodeo for another barbecue rental 

 

Depot Museum 

 

Since June 16, 2021 the Depot Museum has been open Wednesday through Sunday from 12:00—

4:30. This is one additional day per week compared to our schedule earlier in the year, but is 

reduced from our usual summer schedule of being open seven days per week. In July 2021, we 

welcomed 487 visitors. For comparison with pre-COVID July visitation totals, the July totals in 

recent years were 2019: 596, 2018: 537, 2017: 699, 2016:732, 2015: 569, 2014: 659, 2013: 570, 

2012: 664, 2011: 679, 2010: 527. Our July 2021 California visitors came from Antioch, Arcata, 

Chico, Concord, Cottonwood, Eureka, Forestville, Fortuna, Hesperia, Hydesville, Inyokern, 

Kentfield, Lewiston, McKinleyville, Novato, Pacifica, Pollock Pines, Redding, Redway, 

Richmond, Rio Dell, Samoa, San Francisco, Santa Rosa, Santee, Stafford, Sonora, Weaverville, 

Willow Creek and Windsor. We also welcomed out-of-state visitors from Arizona, Colorado, 

Indiana, Minnesota, Montana, Nevada, New York, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Texas, 

Washington and Wisconsin. 

 

Our highest-visitation days this July were the weekends of the Fortuna Rodeo and Auto XPo. On 

rodeo weekend, the museum had 54 visitors on Saturday and 31 on Sunday, while on Auto XPo 

weekend, the totals were 105 on Saturday and 56 on Sunday. 

 

The newly-expanded museum exhibit commemorating the 100th anniversary of the Fortuna Rodeo 

features the 1954 all-around champion saddle won by Clarence Bugenig, donated to the Fortuna 

Depot Museum by his daughter, Kiki Bugenig. Also included in the display are the 1971 local 

champion saddle won by Al Cooper at the Fortuna Rodeo 50 years ago, and a saddle that belonged 

to Norman Pacific Genzoli, Fortuna Rodeo parade marshal in 1972. 

 

Fortuna Transit  

 
Passengers on the Fortuna Transit Bus totaled 682 trips during the month of July                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

2021.  The lift was used for non-wheelchair riders 63 times and 55 times for wheelchair trips. The 

Fortuna Transit had 12 new riders during the month of July. The Eureka medical trips on Tuesdays 

have been going well averaging around 2-4 riders. 
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Sports, Classes and Facility Rentals 

 

Humboldt Girls Fastpitch ended their season with a final tournament at Newburg Park, and Eel 

River Little League had an All-Stars Tournament in Rohner Park. Results Fit Camp continues 

holding classes in the Pavilion, along with Scotia School and traveling AAU team basketball 

practices. 

 

Skating Rink 

 

The Fortuna Skating Rink was open throughout July, with the exception of Saturday 7/17 and 7/24, 

due to the Fortuna Rodeo and Auto Xpo events in Rohner Park. Participation numbers have 

recovered since the pandemic closure, with over 60 persons in one night. The Recreation Division 

is planning to expand the skate program to include Friday nights and Sundays once the Summer 

Fun and Kiddie Kamp programs are completed so that part-time Rec staff can then be utilized for 

the skate program and other expanded recreation programs and activities. 

 

Recreation Programs 

 

The City’s Summer Fun and Kiddie Kamp youth day-camps continued throughout July. There was 

a Summer Fun closure during the week of July 26-30, due to a positive COVID-19 case, thus, a 

quarantine-period was imposed for staff and campers to get tested. There were 112 children 

registered in Summer Fun, and 52 registered for Kiddie Kamp in July.  

 

The City’s Adult Softball Men’s and Women’s League is still in operation in July, and the season 

ends August 26th. There are 6x Women’s and 10x Men’s teams currently registered to play. 

 

Community Service 

 

The Parks & Recreation Department had 4 people signed up to perform Community Service, and 

workers completed 17 hours in the month of July. The Community Service Work Program is a big 

part of the parks’ success. The workers help with trash pickup and various basic maintenance 

projects in Rohner and Newburg Parks, the River Lodge, and other Parks-maintained spaces 

throughout the city. Since the program started in 1997, there have been 52,352 service hours 

completed in the throughout the City of Fortuna.  

 

RECOMMENDED COUNCIL ACTION: 

 

Receive Parks & Recreation Department Monthly Report. Consent Agenda vote.   

 July 2020 July 2021 
YTD ~ July 2019 – June 

2020 

YTD ~ July 2020 – June 

2021 

# of passengers 590 682 8127 8126 

Total Miles 1643 2120 23311 24601 

Service Miles 1526 1961 21637 22795 

Hours Worked 207.25 281 2882.5 2889.75 

Service Hours 

Worked 
180.25 247.25 2476.5 2467.50 
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STAFF REPORT  

City Council Consent Calendar Agenda Item 
 

DATE: September 20, 2021 

 

TO:  Honorable Mayor and Council Members 

 

FROM: Cameron Mull, Director of Parks & Recreation 

 

THROUGH: Merritt Perry, City Manager 

 

SUBJECT:   Parks & Recreation Monthly Report for August 2021 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

 

Receive report as an informational item. 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

 

Director’s Report 

 

 The American Red Cross set up a temporary shelter on 8/25 in the Firemen’s Pavilion for 

evacuees who were under evacuation (warning or order) due to fires that occurred in Trinity 

County. There were between 20-30 evacuees utilizing the facility daily through the end of 

August. Evacuees also have the option to utilize the Pavilion Field for those families that 

have their own living space (i.e. RV, trailer, tent, etc.).  

 The Rohner Community Recreation and Park District (RCRPD) had their monthly meeting 

on 8/4. The sole Business item was to approve a resolution (2021-01) to pass-through the 

RCRPD’s Prop 68 Per Capita Funds in the amount of $177,954 to the City for the purchase 

of the 8.4 acre lot adjacent to Newburg Park for a park expansion was approved by the 

Board. The RCRPD Board also discussed future grant opportunities, marketing and public 

outreach concepts in order to gain support for a future Benefit Assessment to fund the 

operation and maintenance of a future aquatic facility, once constructed. The RCRPD are 

awaiting the announcement of awards related to the Prop 68 Statewide Park Program (SPP) 

grant, in which an application was submitted in August of 2020 for the construction of 

pool, requesting $8.3 million for the project. 

 The Eel River Valley Community Foundation (ERVCF) received land title of an 8.4-acre 

parcel adjacent to Newburg Park from the McLean Foundation. Knowing the City’s interest 

in acquisition of this lot for a park expansion, the ERVCF requested that the City take 

transfer of the title/ purchase the lot before 1/1/2022. Without yet knowing the results of 

the City’s Prop 68 Statewide Park Program (SPP) grant for the Newburg Park Improvement 

and Expansion project (late summer/ early fall awards announced), the City began the 

process of purchasing this property from ERVCF by the end of 2021 by using the City and 

RCRPD’s combined Prop 68 Per Capita funds (totaling $355,908). Total costs associated 

with this purchase are estimated to be $340,000, and another project will be identified with 

the remaining Per Capita funds. 
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Parks & Facility Maintenance (non-routine items) 

 

 The Bike Park was prepared for a skateboarding event on 8/7 

 Broken electrical boxes were repaired on the Bartow Field in Rohner Park  

 Two yellow jacket nests were exterminated in Rohner Park 

 Weed abatement was performed in the Newburg Park parking lot, entrance, and Bike Park 

 The rodeo grounds were prepared for a Gymkhana event on 8/14-8/15 

 Tree branch removal and green waste hauling was performed after a wind storm in Rohner 

Park 

 String trimming efforts occurred at Newburg Park along fence lines and valve boxes 

 A number of bulbs were replaced at the Monday Club 

 A diaper-changing station that was donated by Auto Xpo was installed in the ladies 

restroom at Rohner Park 

 The City Hall and 11th St parking lot LID basins were weeded and landscaped 

 The hedges at the Monday Club were trimmed back & shaped 

 The hedges along 12th St. at City Hall were trimmed back & shaped 

 The sycamore trees on Park St. into Rohner Park were trimmed up 

 Extensive irrigation repairs were completed in Newburg Park, Main St., and on the Fortuna 

Blvd. medians 

 Electrical issues were diagnosed on the River Lodge parking lot lights; it was determined 

an electrician is required 

 Rain gutter repairs were completed on the Hardball #2 cook shack in Newburg Park 

 Many empty field paint cans from soccer were removed & recycled 

 Maple and ginkgo trees at 14th and Main were trimmed back for school bus drivers 

 A large Breath-of-Heaven bush was removed for the Fortuna Garden Club on 13th and 

Main St. 

 Fortuna Blvd irrigation repairs were completed and medians turned back on 

 Multiple thinning areas at the Bike park were repaired with cold mix  

 A new hot water heater was installed at the Parks & Recreation office after failure and 

electrical work was completed to be up to code/ on its own circuit 

 Tile work repairs were completed at the River Lodge fire pits 

 

Depot Museum 

 

The August 2021 visitor total at the Fortuna Depot Museum is 186 people. This is significantly 

lower than our typical August totals. This summer the museum has been open Wednesday through 

Sunday, rather than the pre-COVID summer opening schedule of seven days a week. The ongoing 

COVID-19 pandemic and regional wildfires are other likely contributors to this lower visitation. 

Pre-COVID August visitation totals at the Depot Museum were 2019: 485, 2018: 378, 2017: 477, 

2016: 393, 2015: 419, 2014: 457, 2013: 419, 2012: 468, 2011: 436, 2010: 352. In August 2021 we 

welcomed California visitors from Apple Valley, Chico, Colusa, Eureka, Fortuna, Fresno, 

Garberville, Grass Valley, Hayfork, Hydesville, Live Oak, Loleta, Mad River, McKinleyville, 

Menlo Park, Orland, Pacifica, Philo, Rio Dell,  San Diego, San Francisco and Whittier. We also 

welcomed out-of-state visitors from Iowa, Nevada, Oregon, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia and 

Washington. 

 



Consent Calendar Item 4e 

Page 3 of 4 

Fortuna Transit  

 

Passengers on the Fortuna Transit Bus totaled 699 trips during the month of August                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

2021.  The lift was used for non-wheelchair riders 49 times and 60 times for wheelchair trips. The 

Fortuna Transit had 8 new riders during the month of August. The Eureka medical trips on 

Tuesdays have been going well averaging around 2-4 riders. 
 

 

Sports, Classes and Facility Rentals 

 

Results Fit Camp continues holding classes in Rohner Park; they have moved the classes outside 

due to the Pavilion being used as an evacuation shelter for the American Red Cross. In August, 

the Rohner Park picnic area and cook shack were rented 3 times, the Rohner Rec Hall was rented 

once, the deep pit BBQ’s rented once, and the City hosted a Gymkhana event/ rental in the rodeo 

grounds in Rohner Park on August 14th through August 15th. 

 

Skating Rink 

 

The Fortuna Skating was open the first two Saturdays in August (7th & 14th), with 65 skaters 

spending time at the rink. With the start of two significant fires in neighboring Trinity County, the 

Red Cross began utilizing the Fireman’s Pavilion as an Emergency Evacuation Point mid-month, 

necessitating a pause on our skate program. During the interim, plans have been developed and 

formalized for an expansion of the skate program offerings to both Friday nights and Sunday 

afternoons once we are able to reopen.  

 

Recreation Programs 

 

In August, the City’s Kiddie Kamp & Summer Fun youth day camps finished their last few weeks 

of their programs. Due to a positive COVID-19 case, Summer Fun had a closure the week of 

August 9-13th. A quarantine period was imposed to allow for staff and campers to get tested before 

returning. 52 children were registered for Kiddie Kamp and 112 were registered for Summer Fun 

in August.  

 

The Recreation Division is developing a plan to introduce a drop-in volleyball program in October. 

 

The City’s Adult Softball Men’s and Women’s League (6x Women’s and 10x Men’s teams) ended 

on August 26th, and the Co-Ed league (10 teams) started on August 30th. 

 

 

 August 2020 August 2021 
YTD ~ July 2020 – June 

2021 

YTD ~ July 2021 – June 

2022 

# of passengers 570 699 7444 1381 

Total Miles 1685 2376 22481 4496 

Service Miles 1568 2187 20834 4148 

Hours Worked 216.90 317 2608.75 598 

Service Hours 

Worked 
188.90 272.75 2220.25 520 
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Community Service 

 

The Parks & Recreation Department had 5 people signed up to perform Community Service, and 

workers completed 8 hours in the month of August. The Community Service Work Program is a 

big part of the parks’ success. The workers help with trash pickup and various basic maintenance 

projects in Rohner and Newburg Parks, the River Lodge, and other Parks-maintained spaces 

throughout the city. Since the program started in 1997, there have been 52,360 service hours 

completed in the throughout the City of Fortuna.  

 

RECOMMENDED COUNCIL ACTION: 

 

Receive Parks & Recreation Department Monthly Report. Consent Agenda vote.   
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STAFF REPORT  

City Council Consent Calendar Agenda Item 
 

DATE:  November 15, 2021 

 

TO:  Honorable Mayor and Council Members 

 

FROM: Cameron Mull, Director of Parks & Recreation 

 

THROUGH: Merritt Perry, City Manager 

 

SUBJECT:   Parks & Recreation Monthly Report for September 2021 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

 

Receive report as an informational item. 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

 

Director’s Report 

 

 The City is awaiting award announcements from California State Parks for the Proposition 

68 Statewide Park Program (SPP) grant for a Newburg Park expansion and rehabilitation 

project, totaling $7.9 million dollars. The City is also planning to host two public outreach 

meetings in October as a requirement for another competitive Prop 68 grant, the Rural 

Recreation and Tourism (RRT) grant, for development of a 7.2-acre park/ parcel between 

Riverwalk Drive and the Eel River, with grant applications due 11/5 and awards announced 

by spring of 2022. 

 The Rohner Community Recreation and Park District (RCRPD) had their monthly meeting 

on 9/1. The RCRPD Board discussed future grant opportunities, marketing and public 

outreach concepts in order to gain support for a future Benefit Assessment to fund the 

operation and maintenance of a future aquatic facility, once constructed. The RCRPD are 

also awaiting the announcement of awards related to the Prop 68 Statewide Park Program 

(SPP) grant, which an application was submitted in August of 2020 for the construction of 

a pool, requesting $8.3 million for the project. 

 The Recreation Division has expanded the Roller Skate program to include a Sunday 

Family Skate from 1:30-4:30 pm, and plans to add a Friday Night skate session (6:30-

9:30pm) in October, soon offering three skate session per weekend. 

 The Rohner Park Spook-A-Thon is scheduled for Sunday, October 31st (Halloween) from 

3-5pm to host an outdoor carnival-style event for children up to 10 years old including 

games, activities, costume contest, pumpkin carving contest, and more. Local 

organizations will also be present with tables and will include their own games and 

activities at the event. 

 

Parks & Facility Maintenance (non-routine items) 
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 Landscaping rocks were relocated at the Chamber of Commerce for the Fortuna Garden 

Club  

 Excessive weeds were removed at the Conroy Field underneath the bleachers, as well as 

around the Depot Museum and caboose 

 All garbage can lids at both Rohner and Newburg Parks were power-washed 

 Power washing and sanitization occurred on playground structures 

 An irrigation repair was made on Hardball #1 at Newburg Park 

 Extensive graffiti was removed at Newburg Park on a picnic table, recycling can, and the 

bleachers at Hardball #2 

 A bad irrigation control valve box was replaced on center field of Hardball #1 at Newburg 

Park 

 Graffiti was removed at a picnic table by the Tot Lot in Rohner Park 

 Rodeo grounds prep work was performed for a gymkhana event 

 The overhead projector at the River Lodge was repaired 

 Trimming and weeding was performed at the N St. public parking area 

 Irrigation heads on 10th and Main Street were repaired and bad heads were replaced on 

12th and L St.. 

 Infield/ red rock work was performed on Hardball #1 at Newburg Park for the start of Little 

League’s fall season  

 A broken service window in the cook shack at Newburg Park was replaced 

 The concrete picnic tables around the Newburg Park restrooms and cook shack were 

power-washed  

 Repairs to damaged soap dispensers at both parks’ restrooms occurred after multiple 

vandalism incidences  

 Multiple benches were repaired for youth soccer at Newburg Park 

 A broken 8’ table was removed in the rodeo grounds after damage  

 Prep work was performed in the rodeo grounds in preparation for a high school rodeo event  

 Cook shack grill maintenance was performed in the rodeo grounds  

 The Rohner Park main cook shack oven, grill, and griddle was deep-cleaned  

 A significant amount of trash & debris was removed during a Rohner Creek trash clean up  

 A main irrigation feed line was repaired on the Fortuna Boulevard median 

 Leak repairs were performed on the Fireman’s Pavilion roof  

 Multiple bulbs and ballasts were replaced in the Firemen’s Pavilion lighting 

 A security system sensor was repaired at the Depot Museum and at the Fortuna Library  

 A leaking water valve was repaired by tot lot in Rohner Park  

 Faulty parking lot lights at the River Lodge were repaired 

 

Depot Museum 

 

September’s visitation total at the Fortuna Depot Museum is 144. In comparison with pre-COVID 

visitation totals, recent years’ September totals were: 2019: 186, 2018: 243, 2017: 261, 2016: 179, 

2015: 203, 2014: 206, 2013: 190, 2012: 325, 2011: 317, 2010: 181. In September 2021, we 

welcomed California visitors from Anderson, Chico, Corona, Eureka, Fort Bragg, Fortuna, Loleta, 

Napa, Rio Dell, Santa Barbara, Vallejo and West Sacramento, as well as out-of-state visitors from 

Florida, Illinois, Indiana, Missouri, New York and Oregon. 

 

Fortuna Transit  
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Passengers on the Fortuna Transit Bus totaled 708 trips during the month of September                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

2021.  The lift was used for non-wheelchair riders 38 times and 58 times for wheelchair trips. The 

Fortuna Transit had 6 new riders during the month of September. The Eureka medical trips on 

Tuesdays have been going well averaging around 2-4 riders. 

 

 

Sports, Classes and Facility Rentals 

 

Results Fit Camp continues holding classes in the Pavilion, the cook shack/picnic area was rented 

5 times and the Rohner Rec Hall was used 7 times during the month of September.  Soccer took 

place every Saturday at Newburg Park, Little League Fall Ball games took place in Rohner Park 

on Friday evenings, high school county-wide cross-country meet took place in Rohner Park on 

9/29 and Dusty Bottoms held their 2-day gymkhana event in the rodeo grounds in Rohner Park on 

9/25-26. 

 

Skating Rink 

 

In the first two weeks of September, the Pavilion was used as a Red Cross Emergency Evacuation 

Point, sheltering evacuees displaced during a significant fire in neighboring Trinity County. The 

Red Cross closed their Evacuation Point mid-month, allowing the Recreation Department to 

expand Public Skate offerings to include Sunday afternoon Family Skate, with plans to introduce 

Friday Night Skate in early October. During the two weekends the rink was open for public skate 

(9/18, 9/25, & 9/26) 130 skaters spent time at the rink, in addition to a group of 17 skaters with a 

private party. 

 

Recreation Programs 

 

The Recreation Department began planning guided walks in celebration of Indigenous Peoples’ 

Day in October, in coordination with the Wiyot Tribe. A new Halloween event, the Rohner Park 

Spook-A-Thon, was also in development throughout the month.  

 

Plans were formalized to introduce a drop-in volleyball program in October, as well as opening up 

a drop-in basketball program in fall (TBA).  

 

The City’s Co-Ed Adult Softball League had 10 teams register, with the season starting August 30 

(ending October 19). 

 

 
September 

2020 

September 

2021 

YTD ~ July 2020 – 

June 2021 

YTD ~ July 2021 – June 

2022 

# of passengers 570 708 7444 2089 

Total Miles 1685 2795 22481 7291 

Service Miles 1568 2211 20834 6359 

Hours Worked 216.90 307.5 2608.75 905.5 

Service Hours 

Worked 
188.90 265.5 2220.25 785.5 
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Community Service 

 

The Parks & Recreation Department had 6 people signed up to perform Community Service, and 

workers completed 63.25 hours in the month of September. The Community Service Work 

Program is a big part of the parks’ success. The workers help with trash pickup and various basic 

maintenance projects in Rohner and Newburg Parks, the River Lodge, and other Parks-maintained 

spaces throughout the City. Since the program started in 1997, there have been 52,423.25 service 

hours completed in the throughout the City of Fortuna.  

 

RECOMMENDED COUNCIL ACTION: 

 

Receive Parks & Recreation Department Monthly Report. Consent Agenda vote.   
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STAFF REPORT  

City Council Consent Calendar Agenda Item 
 

DATE: November 15, 2021 

 

TO:  Honorable Mayor and Council Members 

 

FROM: Cameron Mull, Director of Parks & Recreation 

 

THROUGH: Merritt Perry, City Manager 

 

SUBJECT:   Parks & Recreation Monthly Report for October 2021 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

 

Receive report as an informational item. 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

 

Director’s Report 

 

 The Recreation Dept. held the first annual Rohner Park Spook-A-Thon on Halloween 

(Sunday, Oct. 31). This free, carnival-style event provided multiple stations with games 

and prizes at each station. Participants were given Halloween tote bags with prizes inside 

upon arrival, and had the option of participating in a costume contest with free, professional 

photos taken by Sandi Petersen Photography, as well as a pumpkin carving contest, where 

winners of those categories received more significant prizes. There were many local non-

profit youth-oriented groups that participated and had their own stations and games, 

including Fortuna Fire and Fortuna Police. Many local businesses generously contributed 

donations for the purchase of the free prizes, totaling $3,150 in donations. It was estimated 

that 600 children participated in the event, with about 2,500 total in attendance. 

 Two public outreach meetings were held at the River Lodge on 10/11 and 10/20 as a 

necessary component of a Proposition 68 (Parks & Water Bond of 2018) competitive grant 

process for the Rural Recreation and Tourism (RRT) grant for the development of a public 

park on a 7+ acre parcel on Riverwalk Drive. LACO & Associates facilitated the meetings, 

with 20 attendees on 10/11, and 30 people on 10/20. Ponte Landscaping Designs will be 

developing the conceptual design and cost estimates. The grant applications deadlines were 

extended from 11/5/21, and are now due on 1/20/22. 

 The City is finalizing the purchase of an 8.4 acre parcel adjacent to Newburg Park for an 

expansion, using combined Proposition 68 Per Capita funding from both the City and the 

Rohner Community Recreation and Park District (RCRPD) allocations of $177,982 each 

($355,964 combined). After the purchase is finalized, a park project will be identified using 

any leftover funds from the parcel purchase. 

 RCRPD held their monthly board meeting on 10/6, in which further grant opportunities 

were discussed, as well as developing a plan for a future benefit assessment to assist with 

the possible construction, operation, and maintenance costs associated with a community 

pool. Additionally, marketing techniques were discussed to promote the benefit assessment 
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for the 5,700 parcels within the RCRPD boundary, in order to ensure a more successful 

process by promoting the benefits of a community pool for the citizens inside the district’s 

boundary. 

 

Parks & Facility Maintenance  

 A leaking irrigation feed line in Rohner Park by the Tot Lot was repaired 

 Aluminum bleacher repair was performed at the Bartow Field in Rohner Park 

 Rodeo grounds prep work was performed for a Gymkhana event  

 Ash from the rock barbecue in Rohner Park was cleaned out for the season 

 A hot water valve was replaced at the Library, as well as a bad light fixture ballast 

 18 bulbs and 5 ballasts were replaced in the Firemen’s Pavilion light fixtures 

 Recreation staff were trained on skate repair and wheel cleaning 

 A bad ground-fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) was replaced in the skate office of the 

Firemen’s Pavilion 

 A dog leash required sign was installed at Newburg Park’s entry to assist PD with 

enforcement of the leash law 

 All irrigation systems were shut off for the rainy season 

 Berry brush growing through the fence by the Depot Museum was pruned back, as well as 

on both footbridges in Rohner Park 

 Pruning of all low-hanging branches in Rohner Park was performed  

 Rain gutter cleaning on all Rohner park facilities was completed 

 String trimming around all trees and valve boxes on Fortuna Blvd. was performed 

 Weed pulling was completed at the City Hall and the 11th/L St. public parking lot LID’s 

 The rodeo grounds hedges in Rohner Park along Scenic Loop were trimmed 

 An irrigation computer was replaced on the 12th/L St. bulb-out 

 Housefly abatement was performed in the Depot Museum attic using non-chemical 

methods 

 Multiple bulbs were replaced at various park facilities during the monthly fire extinguisher 

check 

 Tire ruts from a traffic accident on a Fortuna Blvd. median were filled 

 Volleyball stands, net, and securing bolts and cables were installed in the Firemen’s 

Pavilion in preparation for the new drop-in program  

 Multiple minor River Lodge repairs were completed (replace toilet seats, clean saucer 

lights, repair to dance floor trim, repairs to light fixtures, etc.) 

 Set-up for traffic control was completed for the Capital Christmas tree event on Riverwalk 

Dr. 

 Prep work for the Rohner Park Halloween event was completed 

 

Depot Museum 

October’s visitation total at the Fortuna Depot Museum was 133 people. By comparison, the 

October 2020 visitor total was 92, and pre-COVID October visitation totals in recent years were 

2019: 200, 2018: 253, 2017: 206, 2016: 160, 2015: 309, 2014: 197, 2013: 227, 2012: 228, 2011: 

257, 2010: 201. In October 2021, we welcomed California visitors from Atascadero, Carlotta, 

Chico, Eureka, Fortuna, Nevada City, Oakland, Sacramento, Santa Cruz, Scotia and Weaverville, 

as well as out-of-state visitors from Illinois, Nevada, Oregon and Washington. In October, we 

installed a small seasonal exhibit in the front room of the museum featuring antique Halloween 

and Thanksgiving-themed postcards, books and magazine advertisements from the Depot Museum 
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collection. Another new exhibit recently installed in the museum’s fourth room highlights Fortuna 

people’s involvement in the local Save-the-Redwoods movement, commemorating the 100th 

anniversary of the dedication of the first memorial redwood grove in Humboldt Redwoods State 

Park. 

 

Fortuna Transit  

Passengers on the Fortuna Transit Bus totaled 722 during the month of October                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

2021.  The lift was used for non-wheelchair riders 68 times and 55 times for wheelchair trips. The 

Fortuna Transit had 8 new riders during the month of October. The Eureka medical trips on 

Tuesdays have been going well averaging around 3-5 riders. 

 

 
Sports, Classes and Facility Rentals 

Results Fit Camp continues holding classes in the Pavilion, the cook shack/picnic area was rented 

2 times and the Rohner Rec Hall was used 6 times during the month of October.  Scotia School 

and Redwood Prep School started basketball practices in the Pavilion in October. The Dusty 

Bottoms Horse Assoc. rented the Rodeo Grounds once in October. 

 

Skating Rink 

The Fortuna Skating Rink had expanded Public Skate offerings to Friday and Saturday nights as 

well as a Sunday afternoon Family Skate, by the second weekend in October. The rink hosted a 

“Wet Weather Gear” donation drive for the Fortuna Family Resource Center during a Saturday 

night public skate, as well as offering a Halloween theme night on the last Saturday public skate 

of the month. Over the course of the month, the skating rink hosted 12 private parties with 376 

skater’s total, in addition to the 523 skaters that attended Public Skate throughout the month, for a 

total of 899 skaters in October.  

 

Recreation Programs 

The Recreation Department hosted two guided walks (one along Eel River, meeting at River 

Lodge, and another at Rohner Park redwood forest) in coordination with the Wiyot Tribe on Oct 

10, in celebration of Indigenous Peoples’ Day, with 15-30 community members in attendance at 

each walk. 

 

A new Halloween event, the Rohner Park Spook-A-Thon, was in development throughout the 

month, culminating in a successful, free event with tremendous community support and a large 

turnout of over 600 children and about 2500 people in attendance.  

 

 October 2020 October 2021 
YTD ~ July 2020 – 

June 2021 

YTD ~ July 2021 – June 

2022 

# of passengers 615 722 7444 2811 

Total Miles 1703 2387 22481 9678 

Service Miles 1593 2211 20834 8570 

Hours Worked 196.5 307.5 2608.75 1213.25 

Service Hours 

Worked 
170 265.5 2220.25 1050.75 
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Planning began on the Thanksgiving Break Recreation Camp taking place in November, and 

registration for campers was opened in the second half of October. 

 

Drop-in volleyball plans were solidified and the program is slated to open the first Sunday in 

November. Sessions will be held each Sunday from 5:30-7:30pm at the Firemen’s Pavilion, the 

fee is only $3, and the program will be co-ed, and available to players ages 11 & up (some 

experience necessary). 

 

Community Service 

The Parks & Recreation Department had 4 people signed up to perform Community Service, and 

workers completed 65.25 hours in the month of October. The Community Service Work Program 

is a big part of the parks’ success. The workers help with trash pickup and various basic 

maintenance projects in Rohner and Newburg Parks, the River Lodge, and other Parks-maintained 

spaces throughout the City. Since the program started in 1997, there have been 52,488.5 service 

hours completed in the throughout the City of Fortuna.  

 

RECOMMENDED COUNCIL ACTION: 

Receive Parks & Recreation Department Monthly Report. Consent Agenda vote.   
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I. CALL TO ORDER   
 Chair Vassel called the Public Session to order at 6:03 PM 
 

FLAG SALUTE / ROLL CALL 
Chair Vassel led the flag salute. 

 
ROLL CALL: 

Commissioners Staff  
Commissioner  Karen Hardcastle City Manager Merritt Perry - Absent 
Commissioner  Darrell Jackson Director of Parks & Recreation Cameron Mull 
Commissioner – Sheri Jewett  Rec/Trans Admin Supervisor Kathy Rexford - Absent 
Vice Chair Julie Wilson Council Representative 
Chair Joe Vassel Councilmember Jeremy Stanfield  
  
  

  
II. PRESENTATIONS 

  
A. Proposition 68 Statewide Park Program Grant Submissions – Director Mull gave a powerpoint 

presentation. 
 

III. ORAL COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
     
    None 
 

IV. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

1. Monthly Parks and Recreation Staff Reports for January & February 2021. 
2. Commission Meeting Draft Minutes for February 08, 2021 (Regular Meeting) 

 
PARKS COMMISSION ACTION:  
 Commissioner Jackson moved and was seconded by Vice Chair Wilson to approve the staff reports 
for January & February 2021 and the draft Draft Commission Minutes for February 08, 2021.   

Voice Vote.  
AYES:  Chair Vassel,  Commissioners Hardcastle and Jewett. 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
Motion Carried 5-0 
 

V. PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION BUSINESS 

    None. 

VI. DISCUSSION 

A. Review of FY 21/22 Measure E Parks & Recreation Projects – Director Mull gave a verbal report. 
B. Covid-19 Related Changes to the Department – Director Mull gave a verbal report. 

 

REGULAR MEETING DRAFT MINUTES 
Fortuna Parks and Recreation Commission 

Monday, April 12, 2021, at 6:00P.M. 
 

 
Monday, February 11, 2019 - 6:00 p.m., Recreation Hall at Rohner Park 
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VII. PARKS & RECREATION STAFF REPORT 

The Commissioners received an oral report from Parks Director, Cameron Mull. 

VIII. COMMISSIONER REPORTS AND COMMENTS:   

 Chair Vassel - Nothing to report  
 Vice Chair Wilson – Nothing to report 
 Commissioner Hardcastle – Nothing to report 
 Commissioner Wilson – Nothing to report 
 Commissioner Jewett – Nothing to report 

 
IX. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 None 
 

ADJOURN  
Commissioner Hardcastle moved and was seconded by Vice Chair Wilson to adjourn at 7:15 PM. Voice 
Vote. Motion Carried 5-0 

 
Respectfully submitted by: 
Kathy Rexford, Rec/Transportation Admin Supervisor 
Thru: Siana Emmons, City Clerk                          
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I. CALL TO ORDER   
 Chair Vassel called the Public Session to order at 6:04 PM 
 

FLAG SALUTE / ROLL CALL 
Commissioner Jewett led the flag salute. 

 
ROLL CALL: 

Commissioners Staff  
Commissioner  Karen Hardcastle City Manager Merritt Perry - Absent 
Commissioner  Darrell Jackson - Absent Director of Parks & Recreation Cameron Mull 
Commissioner – Sheri Jewett  Rec/Trans Admin Supervisor Kathy Rexford - Absent 
Vice Chair Julie Wilson Council Representative 
Chair Joe Vassel Councilmember Jeremy Stanfield  
  
  

  
II. ORAL COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

  
None. 

 
III. CONSENT CALENDAR 

 
1. Monthly Parks and Recreation Staff Reports for April through June 2021. 
2. Commission Meeting Draft Minutes for April 12, 2021 will be attached to the October 2021 meeting. 

 
PARKS COMMISSION ACTION:  
 Commissioner Hardcastle moved and was seconded by Chair Vassel to approve the staff reports 
for April through June 2021. 

Voice Vote.  
AYES:  Vice Chair Wilson and Commissioners Jewett. 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
Motion Carried 4-0 
 

IV. BUSINESS 

  None 

V. DISCUSSION 

A. Grant Opportunities and Updates on Parkland Acquisition and Development Projects – Director Mull 
gave a verbal report. 
 

VI. PARKS & RECREATION STAFF REPORT 

The Commissioners received an oral report from Parks Director, Cameron Mull. 

 

REGULAR MEETING DRAFT MINUTES 
Fortuna Parks and Recreation Commission 

Monday, August 9, 2021, at 6:00P.M. 
 

 
Monday, February 11, 2019 - 6:00 p.m., Recreation Hall at Rohner Park 
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VII. COMMISSIONER REPORTS AND COMMENTS:   

 Chair Vassel – Chair Vassel commented that he is impressed with the job that Recreation           
Supervisor Emily Apodaca is doing. 

 Vice Chair Wilson – Nothing to report 
 Commissioner Hardcastle – Commissioner Harcastle commented that the parks still look 

great with being short staffed. 
 Commissioner Jewett – Nothing to report 

 
VIII. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 None 
 

ADJOURN  
Commissioner Hardcastle moved and was seconded by Vice Chair Wilson to adjourn at 7:03 PM. Voice 
Vote. Motion Carried 4-0 

 
Respectfully submitted by: 
Kathy Rexford, Rec/Transportation Admin Supervisor 
Thru: Siana Emmons, City Clerk                          
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